
AP Language and Composition Course Outline 
Mrs. Niescier 

 
Course Description: 
In this course, students will analyze how authors use language effectively and with specific intent. By examining                 
rhetorical devices to “take apart” an author’s language, students will analyze how an author effectively               
accomplishes his or her purpose. Throughout the year, students will apply close reading skills while studying                
both long and short literary works. The texts students will study in this course are predominantly, though not                  
exclusively, nonfiction and are written in a variety of periods, disciplines and rhetorical contexts. In addition to                 
utilizing close reading skills in this course, students will be writing frequently. Written work product will include                 
argumentative, expository, narrative, and analytical essays. 
 
Argument skills will also be cultivated. The art of argumentation is key in analyzing rhetoric; therefore, skills                 
such as recognizing claims, appeals, and fallacies are important for the purpose of supporting, refuting, or                
qualifying any given topic. The vocabulary of rhetoric and the art of argumentation are essential to honing                 
language skills and to conversing and writing persuasively.  
 
Expectations for this course are high. Students must be fully prepared to satisfy the rigors of AP Language and                   
Composition. College level texts are used to provide students with skills needed to write clearly and concisely,                 
directly answering the prompts given. Timed argumentative, analytical, and research-based (synthesis) writing is             
practiced in class with modeled AP prompts and with multiple nonfiction texts. Out of class writings include the                  
analysis of rhetoric in historical texts as well as more contemporary persuasive texts.  
 
Course Objectives: 

● Students will analyze predominantly nonfiction works and be able to explain rhetorical relationships             
between the author, the purpose of writing, and the speaker. 

● Students will analyze and respond in writing to readings in various prose styles and genres. 
● Students will write essays in various modes such as argumentative, expository, narrative, and analytical. 
● Students will hone drafting skills such as revising and editing various stages of writing, including revising                

and editing based on teacher and peer feedback. 
● Students will write informally through exercises such as journal writing, reader response and impromptu              

writing to become more aware of their individual styles and technique. 
 
Major Texts*: 

● The Scarlet Letter, by Nathaniel Hawthorne 
● The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
● Nickel and Dimed, by Barbara Ehrenreich 
● The Outliers, by Malcolm Gladwell 
● The Norton Sampler 
● Twenty-Five Great Essays 

 
*Subject to change 
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In addition to the above texts, contemporary essays of varying difficulty will be assigned. These essays are                 
subject to change and may include Thomas Beller’s “The Ashen Guy,” Annie Dillard’s “Living Like Weasels,”                
Ralph Waldo Emerson’s “Self-Reliance,” Arlie Russell Hochschild’s “The Outsourced Life,” Marina Keegan’s            
“Opposite of Loneliness,” Martin Luther King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail,” Anna Quindlen’s “A Quilt of A                
Country,” Brent Staples’ “Just Walk On By,” Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal,” Henry David Thoreau’s               
“Civil Disobedience,” George Wallace’s “Segregation Now,” E.B. White’s “Once More to the Lake,” and              
William Zinsser’s “The Right to Fail.”  
 
We will also study current issues and have “current events” assignments. It is crucial that you know what is                   
going on in the world in order to be able to write effectively on the AP Language and Composition exam.                    
Therefore, you may be asked to respond in writing to issues of local, national, and global importance.  
 
Class Expectations: 
You are expected to abide by all school rules, complete assignments on time, maintain attendance and                
participation in class discussion and activities, treat others with respect, and commit to success. With regard to                 
cell phones and electronics, it is expected that when you enter the classroom, you silence them and put them                   
away. If we are working on a project where cell phones/electronics will be helpful, I will tell you and allow you                     
to use them at that time.  
 
Supplies: 
The materials listed below should be brought to class every day. 

● 3-ring binder with looseleaf paper and previous handouts 
● Pen, pencil, and highlighter 

 
Grading: 
Points will be distributed for each assignment according to its weight in the course. Evaluation includes a variety                  
of tasks (e.g., small written assignments, essays, projects, quizzes, tests, individual in-class work, and group               
in-class work). Note: Be sure to save all written work in your binder. You will be required to revisit some of                     
your written work. 
 
Absences: 
Upon return from a legal absence (illness, field trip, music, etc.), it is your responsibility to check for missed                   
assignments. In the case of a short-term project, the new due date for the assignment will depend on the length of                     
the legal absence and when the assignment was first given. In the case of a long-term project, the project is due                     
on the first day that you return to school. Note: An illegal absence will automatically result in you receiving a                    
zero for any missed work, including quizzes and tests. 
 
Late Work: 
All work is due at the beginning of class on the due date. Because this is a college level course, I will generally                       
not accept late work, except in the case of an excused absence. Otherwise, in the rare event that you have an                     
extenuating circumstance that merits acceptance of late work, expect that work to be penalized by loss of points.                  
In any event, once I have reviewed answers on an assignment, late work will not be accepted.  
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Student Statement of Commitment to AP Language and Composition: 
 
I, __________________________________________________ (print your name on the line), have read the AP            
Language and Composition Course Outline. I understand the Course Outline, and I realize that AP Language and                 
Composition is a rigorous and challenging class. I am fully committed to doing my very best in AP Language                   
and Composition this year, and will honor this commitment to do my very best in this class throughout the whole                    
year. 
 
Student’s Signature: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
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